IN February, 1906, the child met with an abrasion of the right knee; a week later the left shoulder became swollen, and an abscess formed, and was opened. This was rapidly followed by suppuration of the right elbowand knee-joints, and abscesses in connexion with the bones of both forearms, for which 'he was sent to the Queen's Hospital. During the past five years he has had thirty-eight abscesses opened. Some of them have been due to osteomyelitis, but the majority have been subperiosteal. In a few of the earlier ones there was a small sequestrum, but in the later ones no necrosis was present. The intervals between the abscesses varied from one to seven months. In 1908 Dr. Bunch kindly gave the child a course of autogenous vaccine, but without any appreciable effect, and during the last twelve months Dr. Woodforde has given him injections, in spite of which he has within the last month developed two more abscesses in the forearm. The interesting feature about these last two abscesses is that no micro-organisms could be grown from them, which suggests that the poison is gradually becoming less virulent. The micro-organism found in the abscesses was the Staphylococcus pyogenes citreus.
It should be noted that the movements of the kneeand elbow-joints which suppurated are normal.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. DREW, in answer to Mr. Milner Burgess, said that no heart disease was noted; he had not himself examined the heart.
Mr. LOCKHART MUMMERY said his experience agreed with that of Mr. Drew, that joints in children which suppurated became movable after the treatment. The only instance he knew of forming an exception to the rule was that of a child, aged 8 years, on whom he operated for acute osteomyelitis of the upper end of the femur, and he had almost complete ankylosis in the hip-joint. But that child was living in the country and was much neglected surgically for six months.
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